
 12 

General Assistance 
 
 General Assistance (GA) according to State law is “a service administrated by a 
municipality for immediate aid of persons who are unable to provide the basic necessities 
essential to maintain themselves or their families.”  The General Assistance Administrator must 
follow the Town Ordinance as well as State statute and policy in order to administer the program 
consistently.  The General Assistance Administrators work closely with the Department of 
Human Services and we have been advised to require receipts from repeat applicants to verify 
how their income was spent in the 30 days prior to applying.  If this documentation is not 
provided, we must consider the income available to the household. The General Assistance 
Administrator can also assign workfare for the applicant to perform for the Town. This consists 
of an assigned number of hours that need to be performed to fulfill the requirements of a General 
Assistance re-application. 
 

The Town provides an important service by connecting people to the proper resources for 
assistance.  Once again, area churches have been most charitable in helping to meet the needs of 
those in Town.   Thank you to the students of the Harpswell Islands School for donating money 
to our General Assistance program which was used for heating assistance.  2005 was a difficult 
year for many. Shellfish flats were closed much of the summer, fuel and gas prices went up 
substantially, as well as other household expenses. This year 45 applications were submitted - 24 
were new applicants, 11 were repeats, and 10 were denied.  If General Assistance is needed, 
please call the Town Office at 833-5771 to make an appointment.  All applications for General 
Assistance are confidential. 
 
 

 
 
Health Officer 
 
  

With the help of Community Health and Nursing Services, the Town held a successful flu 
clinic this past fall at no charge to the residents, although donations were accepted.  Also, I have 
handled several calls involving situations that may cause potential health hazards.   
 

Although the learning and growing continues, this past full year as the Health Officer has 
allowed me to gain the experience and knowledge to better appreciate this position.  Feel free to 
contact me should you have any concerns. 

 Housing Utilities Heating Food Other Supplies Total 
2005 $7,498 $1,134 $2,738    $701   $49 $313    $12,433 
2004 $3,588    $939 $1,466 $1,878 $700 $203 $8,774 
2003 $4,822 $1,261    $339    $967 $188 $188 $7,765 


